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FROM THE EIGHTIES  TO THE NINETIES                     *9
The Partition of Africa
The struggle between the European Powers for possessions in Africa was a large part of foreign policy between 1886 and 1890. For the first ten years after the Franco-German War, Prince Bismarck had declared Germany to be a " sated Power,'* which not only had no ambition to obtain colonies herself, but actually desired her neighbours—and especially those who might give trouble to her in Europe—to be kept occupied in colonial expansion. But this was not an acceptable doctrine to German merchants and industrialists, who saw themselves being shut out from a lucrative trade by foreign competitors who raised tariff walls round their colonies as soon as they acquired them. The Germans watched jealously while King Leopold, the King of the Belgians, developed his scheme for a' vast Congo State—notorious in later days for its cruel treatment of the natives—and when even little Portugal sought to acquire a great belt of territory, including the chief part of what is now called Rhodesia, stretching from Angola on the west coast to Mozambique on the east. Early in the eighties the cry went up from Germany that she too must have her place in the sun, and under this pressure Bismarck entered the field.
Thinking their position secure British Ministers had been slow to move, and were unpleasantly surprised when the German Chancellor started a vigorous diplomatic offensive and made himself extremely disagreeable to Lord Granville, then Foreign Minister, threatening to make trouble everywhere for Great Britain if she did not fall in witjb his plans for expansion in Africa. There was in those days no great enthusiasm in Downing Street for African colonies, and for the sake of a quiet life the Government conceded a good deal. Germany thus got her colony of South-West Africa (with the exception of Walfish Bay) and proclaimed Protectorates over Togoland and the Cameroons, having just got in front of the British Consul, who had been instructed to hoist the British flag over sonje part of the same region.
French and British, meanwhile, were racing each other for pi the control of the lower Niger, but here the British National j$ African Company, afterwards the Royal Niger Company, disease in the presence of the Prime Minister. " As I looked upon the dead body stretched before
